
 Aloma UMC – Our Story 

 

 

Good morning!  We are going to try to highlight some of the rich, almost 60 

years history of Aloma, in about 20 minutes. You can read some of the 

materials in the Fellowship Hall to find more information.  

What we want to try to do is to tell the story of this church…. a story of 

taking God’s love into the community. Of meeting the needs of the community 

for so many years, and of spreading God’s word to others around the world.  

We want to remind you of the rich legacy this congregation has, and, we 

believe, will continue to have, in a hurting world. 

It began at Lakemont Elementary, on July 12, 1960.  At that time, we were 

called East Winter Park Methodist Church. In November 1960, the name was 

changed to Aloma Methodist Church. Membership in July was 150.     

❖ Did you know that “Aloma” means ‘to grow strong and vigorous’? 

In October 1960, this property, on the corner of 436 & Aloma was purchased.  



Groundbreaking took place on April 2, 1961. The first buildings were the 

present-day Fellowship Hall and 6 education classrooms. The first service in 

the new building was held on August 13, 1961. See the picture below of the lot 

in 1966… notice that 436 is not even there!  And, see how tiny Aloma Ave. is.  



    

              



 

 

 

  (This picture was taken in March 1991) 

 Look how much the area changed in just 30 years! 

The first pastor, Rev. James Rose, who is in his 90’s and currently living in 

Kentucky, and some of our charter members, including Joe Van Camp, went 

door to door, making personal connections and inviting those in the 

surrounding neighborhood to the new Methodist church in the area. 



Of the 172 charter members, there are 4 still members of Aloma…. Jack & 

Marjorie Wing and Joe & Barbara Van Camp.   

 

Groundbreaking for the sanctuary took place on June 29, 1969, and the first 

service in the new sanctuary was held on March 1, 1970. The new sanctuary 

was consecrated on April 5, 1970. 

  



From the beginning… 

1. Aloma has been a church focused on service. Some of the areas of outreach 

through the years have included:  

▪ Sister Church… Did you know that as we were building the sanctuary, we 

were also assisting a sister church in South Korea?  I quote from a letter 

written by Rev. Leslie Rabb… 

o “One thing that made the building of the Sanctuary such a great 

experience was that we decided to assist a church in South Korea in 

their building project while we built our own. We became a sister 

church to the Woo Kang Church in South Korea, helping them to 

build their own church, as we built ours. It gave us a good feeling to 

share in missions as we saw our own sanctuary rise.” 

 

▪ Rummage Sales…  Here is a newspaper article about the 2nd rummage sale, 

in 1961… Rummage sales continued raising money for missions for many 

years. 

                     



   

 
 

▪  Boys Scouts - Troop 246 was organized in February 1962. Many of our 

church leaders have participated in Troop 246, as boys.   Many have 

achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.    Scouting has continued to be an 

important part of Aloma. 



     

   
 



        

   



 
 

▪ Jail Ministries  -  January 19, 1975 

 
 

 

▪ Meals on Wheels  - January 9, 1977 

 
 

 

 



▪ People of Cambodia  -  January 13, 1980 

 
▪ Care Cartons – 1/12/86 

 
 

▪ Aloma has had a very active Men’s group and Women’s group for years. 

▪ Men’s Retreats 

           

 



▪ Women’s Retreats 

                       

    
 



   

 
 

▪ Central Florida Helpline  - January 7, 1990 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Other areas of outreach, from more recent years, include: 

▪ Food Pantry 

▪ Led by Onita Weeks, Aloma has participated in Family Promise for 3 

years, helping homeless families get on their feet. 

    
▪ Back-to-school drives 

▪ Operation Christmas Child 

 



▪ Christmas Tree sales, providing scholarships for students going on to 

college.  This started out as a project of the Methodist Men, but in later 

years, women were helping out, too. 

     

 
▪ Celebrate Jesus 

▪ S.U.R.F. (Sharing YoUR Faith) Ministry – a ministry that shares Jesus 

with people living close to Aloma, through planned acts of kindness – 

(ex….cleaning windshields) 

▪ Church 2 @ Nob Hill 

▪ Aloma has used worship time to pack meals for those in need.  



                                 

     

The ministries of Aloma touched many people, in all stages of life. 

▪ There were many baptisms - of infants, youth and adults. 

    
 



▪ Aloma has a proud history of supporting veterans. 

o In February 1967, members of Aloma were challenged to enter a 

“Prayer for Peace Covenant” for Viet Nam.   

▪ 

 



            
      

We continue to honor our vets…

 
 



      

 
 

▪ The quilt ministry has provided baby blankets for new babies of the 

congregation. 



▪ The prayer shawl ministry has provided prayer shawls for members and 

non-members, alike. 

▪ Aloma has had a team of trained Stephen Ministers, who helped members 

of the community, and of the church, deal with times of crisis in their 

lives. 

▪ Aloma has provided after-school tutoring for children in the community 

for several years. 



     



 
 

▪ On 9/11, Aloma opened her doors and held a prayer service for the 

community. 

▪ Aloma has helped Eastbrook Elementary school for several years, 

providing food for their food pantry, and providing bookbags and/or 

school supplies at the beginning of the school year. 

       



 

▪ Additionally, we have had several “serve” days, where members of Aloma 

have gone to work at Eastbrook, doing yard work, and other chores 

needed to spruce up the campus. 

      

 
 



▪ For many years, twice a year, the Big Red Bus came to Aloma parking lot, 

as members donated blood to the central Florida bloodbank. 

 

2. Aloma has been a missional church. 

▪ Aloma has also launched many into the ministry. Numerous Youth Pastors 

have left Aloma, to pastor their own churches in and out of the Florida 

Conference. Others have left our congregation to go into other areas of 

full-time Christian ministry. 

▪ Aloma has sent and supported missions since her inception.   

o We have ‘grown our own”, who have gone, long-term, to…Africa 

(Zaire, Tanzania, Kenya); the Caribbean (Haiti, Jamaica, Puerto 

Rico); China; Columbia; Ecuador; England; France; Hong Kong; India; 

Japan; Lithuania; Papua, New Guinea; Paraguay; Spain;  Russia; and 

the United States.               

           



         

     

     



         

 

o Youth Mission trips – Hendersonville Settlement in Kentucky, 

Mississippi, Jamaica, Costa Rica 



o                          

 
 



                    

 

 

 

 



o Adult short-term mission trips to Mexico, Haiti, Costa Rica, Africa, 

Puerto Rico 



     

    



    



                    

 

▪ The very first youth missions trip was to see the Mirandas in Costa Rica 

in 1996. Over the years groups went to Jamaica, Mississippi, and 

Kentucky. We participated in Celebrate Jesus Missions all over the state 

of Florida, including the mission at Aloma. The youth group did local 

missions as well, including summer long service projects with Orlando 



Union Rescue Mission and Frontline Outreach, where we would go twice a 

week to do programs for the children there and help the staff. The youth 

group participated in the 30 hour famine with World Vision for many 

years, where we did not eat for 30 hours to raise money for worldwide 

relief efforts. The youth group itself was a mission as well. It disciplined 

the youth of this church and taught about worship, service, prayer, and 

evangelization. Youth leaders were kind and loving, and were not afraid to 

speak about hard topics, equipping us to grow as Christians.  

 

3. Aloma has been a teaching church.  

▪ Sunday school was very important to our church charter members. Sunday 

School classes met in classrooms at Lakemont ES. 

▪ Our first kindergarten registration March 1967 and has continued to 

grow and is now a top-notch Pre-school program. 



  

   



 

 

▪ We have Small groups/ Bible Studies 



   
▪ Even in her earliest days, Aloma was involved in educating the public on 

community issues, such as drug abuse.  August 23, 1969.  Later, health 

screenings and information fairs were held to meet the needs of our 

community. 



    

  
 



 
 

▪ VBS was an important part of our summers 



          

  



    
▪ Confirmation classes – children and teens 



              

   



   

    



 

▪ The Alpha Program ran for many years, teaching the basics of 

Christianity, and leading many to Jesus, and to baptism. 



    

    
 



    

   



 
 

▪ CROWN Ministries 

▪ Financial Peace 

"Currently, Youth Ministries thrive at reaching middle and high school 

students, creating healthy community through weeknight programs, 

mission trips, and retreats. Students largely learn how to put their story 

into words and passionately share it with others within their everyday 

communities. 

 

New Young Adult Ministries have boomed, drawing in college and 

graduates to walk together in the next steps of life. Leaning on each 

other for support and encouragement as they meet weekly for Bible 

studies, dinner, TV watch parties, and group retreats. 

 

Both Youth and Young Adult Ministries continue and look forward to an 

exciting future." 

 



Linda 

 

4. Aloma has been a church of Praise! 

▪ The first choir practice was held on 8/28/60. Even while we were still 

meeting at Lakemont, we had a choir.  Guess where they met…. Goldenrod 

Civic Club! It was used by Aloma members for choir practices, prayer 

meetings and other church activities.  Choirs presented music to compliment 

sermons and to enhance the Sunday worship experience.  By August 1962, 

our first ‘junior’ choir was formed, followed by the formation of children’s 

choirs by 1965. 



           

    



      

 

 

 

 



         

▪ And… a Men’s chorus was formed. Bell Choirs were started. 

        

    
 

▪ Music Ministry Craft Fairs were held to raise funds for bells, choir robes, 

music and other extras needed to enhance worship. 



                       



       

 
 

▪ In 1963, Aloma made the front page of the Orlando Sentinel when an Easter 

Passion Play was presented in our new Fellowship Hall. 



                

     
 

▪ Our choirs have put on numerous musicals/cantatas… both the children and 

youth choirs… and the adult choirs (and combinations of all choirs) produced 



and performed Easter and Christmas cantatas each year.  We reached many 

people with those cantatas and many were brought to Christ through them.  



     

    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

▪ Aloma has had traveling ensemble who went all the way to Mexico (and were 

on a sinking boat), singing God’s word and spreading His love.  

▪ Aloma’s Praise Team opened for Jars of Clay at Annual Conference in 

Lakeland, in the 1990’s.  



 
▪ Aloma bell ringers attended conferences in the Tampa area.  

 
▪ In addition to adding beauty and grace to our worship services, Aloma’s 

Praise Dancers have participated in the Winter Park Christmas Parade (along 



side our Boy Scouts and others). The dancers also went to nursing homes and 

assisted living facilities to dance and spread God’s love. 

    

      



 



    

   



  

 

As a part of Easter worship, Aloma has had our Flower cross for many, many 

years. 



                

 



           

   



 

 

 

 



                       

One of our former Church Directories had a picture of the whole church, out 

front, with the caption, “Some of the ministers of Aloma…” 

As we leave this chapter of Aloma’s story, we look into the future. This statement 

could not be more relevant today!  We are all called to spread the word of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ!  

We have already begun a new endeavor with Dinner Church, meeting every 

Thursday at the Goldenrod Civic Club. As mentioned earlier, the Goldenrod Civic 

Club was used for our first choir rehearsals and other church activities in the 

1960’s!  

Coincidence???  I think not!!!  God has brought us full circle!  Our new pastor will 

be making personal connections and inviting those in the surrounding neighborhood 

to the new Methodist church in the area (Hmmm… much like Rev Rose and Joe Van 

Camp did in 1960!)….. the new expression of Aloma UMC.  

The neighborhood looks much different than it did 59 years ago, but the need is 

still here… We still need to feel accepted and feel that we can make a difference 

in this world. We still need a loving community in which to gather and feel loved. 

We still need support from friends, who accept us, no matter what. We still need 

Jesus!  



The next chapter in Aloma’s story will meet those needs to a new generation of 

young people in this area! What can you do to help turn our sadness and mourning 

into joy and dancing?   

• Jeremiah 29:11 – “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the 

Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future” 

• Jeremiah 31:13 - …” I will turn their mourning into gladness. I will 

give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow…..” 

•  

 

 

 

 


